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attendants on this occasion make some present. Passino- in
this way throughout the bazar, they reach the bride^s
house about eight o'clock in the evening. While they move
along, the bands of music continue playing. If poor, they
arrive at the bride^s before dusk, the women proceeding to
the assembly of females either a little before or after the
rest. Should the bridegroom not be in town, the articles
above-mentioned are despatched without him, with the same
pomp and state.

When the men have assembled and sat for a while
the custom of qowl beera (if it be the one fixed upon by the
party) is then performed; and neeut kheyr kay fateeha
having been offered over the above-mentioned articles, after
a public exhibition of them to the bride^s friends, they are
sent into her room. The trays being all removed, the rela-
tives as well as the friends present are entertained by the
bride^s people with a dinner, consisting of sweet polaoo, or
rice and sugar, as their means will allow. In some parts of
India they give them on this occasion sJiurbut to drink*
hence the name shurbut-klioree (the drinking of shurbut)
is also given to this ceremony. Some, while drinking it, are;
in the habit of putting into the salver one or two gold naohursy
rupees, an eight or four anna-piece, according to their means*
On dismissing the company, they are offered wttwr, f<mz
sooparee and flowers, the usual signal to retire. If they be
poor, betel-leaf alone serves the purpose of giving the hint:i

Should! the bridegroom himself be at the feast, it is c-iis^
tomary for him to receive from the bride^s side a pair of
shoes, a shawl, or a doputfa,, a red cotton,* or taft
hankerchief, or rings of gold or silver. Should he be a

* Yellow, red, and green, ^are the only colours used on
ceremonies j black is emblematic of mourning*, white of grave*cloth